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Brief history

- 2001: PDX became outbound data transfer standard when we deployed a
new PDM tool to manage product content data for outsourced
manufacturing

- 2002: PDX was chosen as the format for migrating data from an internal
CAD/DDM tool as follows:

– Older legacy product data vaulted in PDX format for historical purposes
– Active product data loaded into new PDM tool for change management and data transfer

purposes

- 2002: PDX was chosen as the output format for internally developed
interfaces from ECAD and PDM tools

- 2003: PDX was the output format for an internally developed interface for
data gathered in large Excel spreadsheets

- 2004: PDX is the output format for some MCAD tool interface development

PDX Use at Lucent Technologies
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Where PDX fits into the picture
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PDX Pros and Cons

Some pros of using PDX for data exchanges:
• Viewable with free viewer
• Text Delimited Files easily extracted with free viewer
• Supports multiple and hierarchical BOMS
• Supports BOM, AML and attachments in one file
• Provides consistency to data that comes from various sources
• Recognized data standard format
• Flexibility (additional attributes)
• Input/output processing can be automated

Some cons of using PDX for data exchanges:
• Flexibility (additional attributes)
• PDX files can get quite large
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New Features

Some new features we are anxiously awaiting:
• Support for multi-site manufacturing
• Support for multiple views, e.g. design vs manufacturing
• Support for phantom parts
• Support for optional items in BOM
• Support for inclusion of cost information
• Support for environmental issues

Things that we use additional attributes for:
• Part alias or AKA
• Site specific manufacturers at the MPN level

Other things that we’d like to see:
• Low cost, easy to use PDX editor
• PDX Delta report generation


