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 iNEMI Names Shekhar Chandrashekhar CEO 

 
Morrisville, North Carolina, USA, (February 25, 2020) — The International Electronics 
Manufacturing Initiative (iNEMI) today announced the appointment of Dr. Shekhar 
Chandrashekhar as its chief executive officer, effective March 8. He will replace Dr. Marc 
Benowitz, who has served as iNEMI’s CEO since January 2018.  
 
Chandrashekhar brings experience in electronics manufacturing plus first-hand knowledge 
of working in consortium/association environments. He was most recently operations 
manager of Smart Manufacturing Innovation Centers (SMICs) for the Clean Energy & Smart 
Manufacturing Innovation Institute (CESMII), where he enabled the successful deployment 
of the nationwide SMIC network. CESMII is the only Innovation Institute to focus on smart 
manufacturing in the Manufacturing USA network. He previously worked at the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) as part of the association’s executive leadership 
team and was the smart manufacturing practice lead for California Manufacturing 
Technology Consulting. 
 
He began his career as a member of technical staff at AT&T Bell Labs and held several 
management positions with Bell Labs/Lucent Technologies/Alcatel-Lucent, where his 
responsibilities spanned supply chain and network solutions. He was a key contributor in 
creating Lucent Technologies’ footprint for Global Engineering Centers, and optimized 
supply chain and operations for 20 business divisions in 40 countries. Shekhar holds a Ph.D. 
in Mechanical Engineering from Concordia University in Montreal, Canada. 
 
Chandrashekhar will start March 8 as CEO and Benowitz will continue to work with iNEMI as 
an executive advisor through June of this year.  
 
“The iNEMI Board began our search for a new CEO last year when Marc announced his 
intent to retire in 2021,” says Mostafa Aghazadeh, chairman of the iNEMI Board of Directors 
and corporate vice president at Intel Corporation. “We interviewed several very qualified 
candidates and determined Shekhar was the best fit for the role. His expertise in electronics 
manufacturing, especially smart manufacturing, and his experience in working within 
consortia and associations make him uniquely qualified.”  

For additional information: 
Cynthia Williams 

cwilliams@inemi.org 
+1 (207) 671-7780 
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“On behalf of the board members, iNEMI staff, and the entire iNEMI membership, I want to 
thank Marc for his many years of service to iNEMI, first as a member of the board, of which 
he became chairman, and most recently as iNEMI’s CEO,” continues Agazadeh. “His 
leadership has been invaluable in strengthening iNEMI’s operation and execution, and 
increasing the consortium’s contributions and relevance to our members and the industry at 
large.” 
 
“I am thrilled to pass on the leadership of iNEMI to Shekhar. He brings a wealth of skills that 
make him the right person at the right time to take iNEMI to new levels. I am confident that 
he and the iNEMI board, membership and staff will work well together,” says Benowitz. “I 
look forward to supporting Shekhar and the board to ensure a smooth transition over the 
next several months. I also want to thank the iNEMI board, membership and staff for giving 
me the opportunity to lead the organization over the past three-plus years. It has truly been 
a rewarding experience and you are all a testament to what collaboration is about, and most 
importantly, what can be achieved. I will cherish this second chapter in my career.” 
 
“I am honored to be selected by the board to lead iNEMI and architect its future,” says 
Chandrashekhar. “To quote professional soccer player Mia Hamm, ‘I am a member of a 
team, and I rely on the team, I defer to it and sacrifice for it, because the team, not the 
individual, is the ultimate champion.’  I believe the future of iNEMI will be driven by 
collaboration and cooperation among the board, staff and our members. Marc has 
established a great culture of collaboration and cooperation that we will build on to help 
iNEMI deliver continued value to its membership and the ecosystem at large. I want to 
thank Marc for his leadership and guidance during the transition. I am excited to join the 
iNEMI family.”  

About iNEMI 

The International Electronics Manufacturing Initiative’s mission is to forecast and accelerate 
improvements in the electronics manufacturing industry for a sustainable future. The 
consortium is made up of approximately 90 manufacturers, suppliers, industry associations 
and consortia, government agencies, research institutes and universities. iNEMI roadmaps 
the needs of the electronics industry, identifies gaps in the technology infrastructure, 
executes collaborative projects to eliminate these gaps (both business and technical) and 
stimulates standards activities to speed the introduction of new technologies. The 
consortium also works with government agencies, universities and other funding agencies 
to set priorities for future industry needs and R&D initiatives. iNEMI is based in Morrisville, 
North Carolina, USA. For additional information, visit http://www.inemi.org/  

 

Bio:  https://community.inemi.org/content.asp?admin=Y&contentid=680  

Photo:  http://thor.inemi.org/webdownload/2021/Shekhar-cropped.jpeg  

 


